
The science 
department, and the 
entire Atlantic Cape 
Community, lost a 
dedicated professional 
during the fall semester 
with the unexpected 
passing of Dr. Godfrey 
R. Cris Barlatt, who 
served as Chair of the Math and Science 
departments at Atlantic Cape for 15 
years.  His son observed, “Dr. Barlatt was 
a gentleman, scholar, an intellect, and a 
genuinely compassionate human being 
whose love for life stimulated both lively 
conversation and peaceful contemplation.” 
He is sorely missed. 
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A bottle rocket blasts off from the launch pad as 
workshop instructors Matt Miller and Haseeb 
Bukhari and campers watch. 

From July 17th to August 11th, 2017, 
Atlantic Cape partnered with local nonprofit 
organization HYAA, led by Bobby Laws, for 
their STEM Factory summer camp program 
on the Mays Landing campus. Over 4 weeks, 
Atlantic Cape instructors and students 
volunteered their time to teach workshops 
for camp participants ages 6 to 14 on a range 
of STEM topics including science, math, 
computer science, engineering, aviation, 
and media studies. 

Dean of STEM Ravi Manimaran, who 
organized the workshops, explained, “the 
STEM camp is a great opportunity for local 
youth to gain exposure to the world of STEM 
and open their eyes to a variety of possible 
educational and career paths.”

The kids enjoyed the hands-on, interactive 
activities and the experience of getting to 

take “classes” on a college campus. 

Special thanks to workshop leaders Barbara 
Heard, Jim Sacchinelli, Terri-Lynn Hamby, 
Larry Young, Mike Sargente, Neera Desai, 
Sean Clancy, Svetlana Marzelli, Elvin 
Torres, Rosanne Weiss, Edward Burns, 
Haseeb Bukhari, Tim Cwik, Bo Zilovic and 
to STEM Program Assistant Emily Smykla. 

FORMER STUDENT 
SPOTLIGHT
Nick and Charles Alexander are brothers 
who have strong ties to Atlantic Cape: they 
both attended the college, and now, both 
work as employees here. Older brother 
Charles received his A.S. degree in 2009, 
and Nick followed in 2013. Both went on to 
earn their Masters degrees: Nick received 
his M.S. in Educational Technology and 
Charles earned his M.S. in Information 
Security. Charles is now working on a PhD 
in Computer and Information Security. 
Currently, Nick works in ITS as a computer 

technician for the college, helping faculty, 
staff, and students with software and 
hardware problems, and Charles works as 
an adjunct instructor in the ISAS program 
and has taught courses such as Computer 
Networking and Windows Server. Both 
brothers said that they wanted to work 
for Atlantic Cape because of their positive 
experiences here as students.

As Nick explained, “I chose to work at 
Atlantic Cape thanks to the professors who 
used their passion and skill to inspire and 
set aflame my desire to help people. Once 

graduating, I knew I was going to work 
here. As a technician, I am thrilled to be a 
part of technology which is ever-changing; 
providing the constant opportunity to learn, 
share, and help people succeed.” 

Brothers Nick and Charles Alexander participating 
in a Tough Mudder race together in 2017. 
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ON-CAMPUS EVENTS

STEM Saturday 
at WACC campus
STEM Saturday is a weekly program 
held on Atlantic Cape’s Worthington 
Atlantic City campus and organized by 
the American Engineering and Science 
Robotics Academy, a Pleasantville-
based nonprofit organization led by Dr. 
Basilyn Bunting. This program aims to 
bring science, engineering, and robotics 
into the lives of local children from 
grades 1 through 12 and involves various 
hands-on projects such as building and 
programming robots. 

Dean of the Worthington Atlantic City 
campus Donna Vassallo explained the 
value of hosting such a program at the 
college: “We provide support for unique 
learning opportunities. These are not our 
students—yet. But it’s our community.”

The 10-week Fall session ended on 
November 18th, 2017 with a graduation 
ceremony, during which Atlantic 
Cape’s Dean of STEM Ravi Manimaran 
addressed the students and spoke about 
the importance of STEM education.

Dean of STEM Ravi Manimaran, Dr. Basilyn 
Bunting, Councilman Kaleem Shabazz, and 
STEM Saturday program leaders. 

OFF-CAMPUS 
EVENTS
 On May 24, 2017, the ISAS department 
hosted an event at Bellview Winery on 
remote sensing and wine production with 
visiting professor Dr. Peter Oudemans. 
Oudemans spoke about the innovative 
applications of such technology in the 
field of crop cultivation. Oudemans 
will be returning to Atlantic Cape as an 
adjunct professor for Spring 2018, where 
he will teach a class entitled Agricultural 
Technology.

Shore Radiology School Student 
Attends National Meeting
 During the summer of 2017, Joe Rogers, a 
student in Atlantic Cape’s partner program 
with Shore’s School of Radiologic Technology, 
was chosen to attend the American Society of 
Radiologic Technology’s Annual Governance 
House of Delegates Meeting in Orlando, 
FL. Rogers joined 90 other students from 
across the country, taking part in educational 
symposiums and ASRT chapter meetings.

Rogers explained: “There’s a perception that RTs just push buttons, but it’s a 
multifaceted career path that requires many different skills, like technological 
proficiency, patient care, leadership skills, social skills. The ASRT helps to speak for 
and advocate for medical imaging’s role in the healthcare workforce.”

Joe Rogers (second from left) with other participants from the Delegates Meeting. 

Aviation Student Starts a Drone Business
Eric Cwiklinski, a current student at Atlantic Cape, recently started his own small 
business, Qwik Drones. Eric is currently in the process of securing grants and loans 
from the US Small Business Administration for startup costs. His ultimate goal is 
to integrate UAS (drones) into new fields, and to focus on three main industries: 
agriculture, energy, and general inspection.

Eric explained his vision for his business: “My current studies at the school are very 
drone specific. I am nearing the completion of the school’s UAS professional series 
which has so far been exemplary and has really shaped a future for me. As far as 
career goals, I would like to grow my brand and eventually facilitate for other UAS 
pilots and become a large drone service company on the east coast.”

Nursing Student Wins 3rd Place in NCJ4 Essay 
Competition
 In October 2017, Atlantic Cape was one of 19 
colleges to host a weeklong series of events for 
the annual New Jersey Community Colleges 
Completion Challenge (NJC4). One of the events 
was an essay competition in which students 
wrote about what their dream job would be and 
how their education would help them to reach 
their career goals. Nursing student Isabella 
Aristizabal won third place for her essay about 
her desire to become a nurse: “My dream job 
is to become a registered nurse working in the 
emergency room...I am enrolled in the nursing program [at Atlantic Cape], one of 
the best in the county, and I study constantly. To me, nursing is a way I can catch 
my dreams without falling asleep.”

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
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OUTREACH AND SERVICE
Assistant Professor Bo Zilovic visited Wildwood High School on 
November 29, 2017 to promote the media studies program as part 
of a career exploration speaker series at the school. 

On December 11, 2017, Lower Cape May High School students 
toured the campus including the STEM building, the air traffic 
control simulator and drones, as well as the media studies lab. 

On December 12, 2017 Ravi Manimaran gave a tour of the 
STEM building to Chinese delegates who accompanied Jason 
Jankowski, Rutgers @ Atlantic Cape. Currently, a proposal is 
in the works to have Chinese students pursue Atlantic Cape’s 
Engineering degree and then transfer to Rutgers.

GRANTS
College Readiness Now IV Grant
For the fourth year, Atlantic Cape was awarded the College 
Readiness Now (CRN) grant from the State of New Jersey. 
The purpose of the grant is to get more students to be college-
ready by the time they graduate high school. Atlantic Cape was 
awarded over $42,000 this year and has designed a number of 
programs including math bootcamps and Accelerated Learning 
Programs (ALP) to offer to local students at no cost. 

During January 2018, two 4-day math boot camps were held on 
the Mays Landing campus. 39 students participated in the winter 

sessions and 26 students successfully completed one or more of 
their developmental math requirements. More bootcamps and 
ALP courses are scheduled for the spring and summer of 2018. 

Professor Michele Leacott assists a student as she works on math problems 
during a January bootcamp session. 

NSF Grant for Drone Curriculum 
Development Project
During the Fall of 2017, Atlantic Cape submitted a grant proposal 
to the National Science Foundation (NSF) to seek $225,000 in 
funding to start a drone operations and maintenance program at 
Atlantic Cape. Currently, the NSF is in the process of approving 
the proposal. 

Amy Shelton was promoted from associate professor to full 
professor effective September 5, 2017.
 
David Jungblut, earth science and astronomy adjunct at 
Atlantic Cape, had one of his lesson plans published on the PBS 
Newshour Extra website in November 2017 on climate change 
and the 2017 hurricane season. 

Terri Hamby Earns 
Her Doctorate
On May 20, 2017, Terri-Lynn 
Hamby, Assistant Director 
of Science Labs, received 
her doctorate in Educational 
Leadership from the 
University of New England. 
Congratulations, Dr. Hamby!

Dr. Terri-Lynn Hamby (right) with 
Danielle Ripich, former college president 
of the University of New England.

FACULTY AWARDS 
AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

NEW PROGRAMS 
AND ARTICULATION 
AGREEMENTS
 During the Fall of 2017, the following articulation 

agreements were approved: 

• Nursing articulation agreement with Widener University

•  Aviation articulation agreement with Embry Riddle 

Aeronautical University

•  Engineering articulation agreements with Rowan 

University and Rutgers University 

•  Atlantic Cape became a Cellebrite Company Educational 

partner under the guidance of Assistant Professor Bo 

Zilovic. The program will allow our students access to 

cutting edge mobile forensics hardware and software 

that is also used by the CIA, FBI, and NSA. 
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STEM DIVISION

Dean of STEM
Ravi Manimaran

FACULTY
Info Systems and Aviation

Loretta Dicker
Bill Dougherty

Richard Kalman
Svetlana Marzelli

Jim Taggart
Bojan Zilovic

Mathematics
Neera Desai

Claude Fortune
Al Jou

Michele Leacott
William Osler
Amy Shelton

Lenora Sheppard
Jed Soifer

Science
Barbara Heard
Laurie Lemons

Jolie Master
James Sacchinelli

John Stratton
Zhe June Xu

Nursing and Allied Health
Deborah DaGrosa

JoAnna Johns
Joseph Krafft

Geralyn Michelfelder
Myrna Morales-Keklak 

Lori Monzo
Polly Thieler 

Karen Zaniewski 

Lab Staff
Dorothy Filomena  
Terri-Lynn Hamby

Dee Rolls
Deborah Seaman

Administrative Staff
Emily Smykla
Barbara Long

ACADEMIC CONFERENCES
2017 Xponential Conference
In May of 2017, Professor Jim Taggart and 
5 aviation students attended the AUVSI 
Xponential Expo in Dallas, TX. This 
conference is devoted to the unmanned 
aircraft sector and included educational 
sessions, demonstrations, and networking 
events. 

Ange Nissen, one of the participants who 
graduated from Atlantic Cape in May 2017, 
explained, “The conference was a great 
experience for me because it rounds out 
my aviation knowledge. I am currently 
going to Western Michigan University for 
piloting but I went to Atlantic Cape for air 
traffic control so the unmanned aspect of 

the conference allows me to understand 
another branch of aviation! It was also a 
great networking experience and I think it 
helped me understand the importance of 
UASs.” 

From left to right: Atlantic Cape students Jeffrey 
Leming, Justin Houston, Marc Rodriguez, Ange 
Nissen and Sarah Woltmann with professors Jim 
Taggart and Tim Cwik in the expo hall. 

New Environmental 
Science Course Offers 
Unique Opportunity 
During the Fall 2017 semester, Atlantic 
Cape offered a new course, Environmental 
Science (ENVL 200) as part of the 
Environmental Science associate’s degree 
program. 

Julie Stratton, a senior adjunct instructor, 
taught the class and reflected on the value 
of the work done in the course : “A big 
piece of the course is the experimental 
design project. Through the semester, 
students develop a hypothesis, design 
their own experimental lab procedure, 
conduct the experiments, analyze the 
results and then present the findings in 
a formal presentation.  Every student 
told me they had never done this type 
of project before. They were so excited 
to see the final products themselves as it 
represented working through a large scale 
project to the end.” 
Student projects covered a wide range 
of topics, including local stream ecology, 

local farm pond population surveys, 
seining marine surveys of local beaches, 
effects of pH/acid rain on plants, and 
effects of fertilizer runoff on plants.

Aviation Club’s Paper 
Airplane Competition
On November 28th, 2017, the aviation club 
hosted a paper airplane competition on the 
Mays Landing campus. The competition 
was free and open to students to try their 
hand at creating a paper airplane that 
would be able to maneuver a variety of 
obstacles. Prizes were awarded to the top 
three planes: winners took home drones 
ranging in value from $25 to $100. 

Instructions for folding various models of paper 
airplanes were provided to participants. 

STUDENT CLUBS AND CLASSES

For more information, contact Admissions 
at (609) 343-5000 or accadmit@atlantic.edu


